BACK TO NATURE	a8$
I am as free as Nature first made man,
Ere the base laws of servitude began,
When wild In woods the noble savage ran.1
Johnson, Boswell, Goldsmith, and General Oglethorpe (at
a dinner of the General's) discussed the reputed decline of
the age in which they were living. Goldsmith attacked the
age; Johnson stoutly defended it. Boswell writes:
On Tuesday, April 13, he and Dr Goldsmith and I dined at
General Oglethorpe's. Goldsmith expatiated on the common
topic, that the race of our people was degenerated, and that this
was owing to luxury. johnson : " Sir, in the first place, I doubt
the fact I believe that there are as many tall men in England
now as ever there were. But, secondly, supposing the stature of
our people to be diminished, that is not owing to luxury; for,
Sir, consider to how very small a proportion of our people luxury
can reach. Our soldiery, surely, are not luxurious, who live on
sixpence a day; and the same remark will apply to almost all the
other classes. Luxury, so far as it reaches the poor, will do good
to the race of people; it will strengthen and multiply them. Sir,
no nation was ever hurt by luxury; for, as I said before, it can
but reach to a very few. I admit that the great increase of com-
merce and manufactures hurts the military spirit of a people;
because it produces a competition for something else than martial
honours—a competition for riches. It also hurts the bodies of
the people; for you will observe, there is no man who works
at any particular trade, but you may know him from his appear-
ance to do so. One part or the other of his body being more used
than the rest, he is in some degree deformed: but, Sir, that is
not luxury. A tailor sits cross-legged; but that is not luxury."
goldsmith: " Come, you're just going to the same place by
another road." johnson: " Nay, Sir, I say that it is not luxury.
Let us take a walk from Charing Cross to Whitechapel, through,
I suppose, the greatest series of shops in the world, what is there
in any of these shops (if you except gin-shops) that can do aoy
human being any harm? " goldsmith: " Well, Sir, 111 accept
your challenge. The very next shop to Northumberiaad Boose
is a pickle-shop," johnson; " Well, Sir: do we not I
maid can in one afternoon make pickles sufficient *i
1 Part I» Act I, Scene j.

